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ENVIRONMENTAL OFFSETS POLICY 

741. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Environment: 
Could the Minister for Environment please update the house on how the government is implementing the 
Western Australian environmental offsets policy?  

Mr A.P. JACOB replied: 

In September 2011, the Liberal–National government committed to the development of a public register to 
provide a consolidated record of environmental offsets that have been applied under Western Australian 
legislation. For the benefit of members, an environmental offset is a measure designed to counterbalance the 
impact of a proposed development on the environmental and biodiversity values of the site in which that 
development is being proposed. Often it involves an offset of a like-for-like area of vegetation or biodiversity or 
elements such as contributions to conservation programs and the like. The new environmental offsets register 
meets industry and community expectations that the government be as transparent and accountable as it can in 
applying environmental offsets. It will assist proponents and the public alike to ensure that there is consistency in 
the application of environmental offsets.  

This register is a public online database and will provide an easily accessible record of environmental offsets 
applied under the Environmental Protection Act 1986 and will incorporate offsets that have been applied as a 
result of ministerial conditions following the Environmental Protection Authority’s assessment of a proposal. It 
will also include information arising from conditions of clearing permits where environmental offsets are 
included in those conditions. The register will include information on the spatial location of an area that is being 
offset. It will include information on the type of offset and the values required to be offset. It will include 
information on the compensatory value of the offset and milestones and timeframes for the implementation of 
those offsets.  

This register is a whole-of-government initiative and its launch supports this government’s ongoing commitment 
to approvals reform. Members may be interested to know that since the initial launch of the register in late July, 
it has continued to be enhanced, and it will be an ongoing process with the development of shared data standards. 
We are continuing to improve the data quality on this site. The progressive inclusion of historical data will 
demonstrate the implementation of offsets that have been applied previously. If members are interested, they can 
go online to www.offsetsregister.wa.gov.au and explore the site at will. 
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